
Living a Righteous Life: 
THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

Lesson Three 
 
Jesus highlighted the work he was calling his disciples to do, and the work we carry on today, when he 
said, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.”  There have been times in our church’s history when harvest fields were 
opened to us and we put called workers there to work.  At times, people have been willing, but places to 
send them were hard to find.  Jesus’ words are still true.  There is a need for more workers—something 
we are told to pray for.  Based upon the first verse of this chapter, should James bear some of the 
blame for a shortage of workers who are willing to go and work in the Lord’s harvest field?  Explain. 

 

Why do you believe that we face a shortage? 

 

How does verse 2 accentuate the lack of workers? 

 

While it is true of those who are teachers in the church, it is also true for every Christian—we do not 
want to stumble in what we say.  Will it happen?  What is it that we want to come from our lips at all 
times? 

 

Mankind has managed to harness some amazing things.  Other than the things listed by James, can you 
name a few things that have been tamed?  Are there limits? 

 

 

James maintains that one of the hardest things to control is our tongue.  It is true that it is difficult to 
rein in.  How do we see this played out in today’s world?   

 

In verses 9 through 12 James points out to us how inconsistent we can be in our use of words.  Would 
you consider James’ argument for controlling the tongue to be a logical one?  Does logic help change 
the way the tongue operates? Why or why not? 



 

Agree/Disagree?  “What is coming from the tongue has its origin in the heart.” 

 

How does the answer to the previous question help identify potential solutions to the problem 
identified in this chapter? 

 

Compare and contrast the wisdom that is from above with earthly wisdom: 

 Earthly wisdom     Wisdom from above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What good can come from the worldly wisdom as described in these verses? 

 

It can so easily happen to us that our hearts are filled with envy and selfish ambition.  What is the only 
solution to this poison? 

 

Living a righteous life is putting one’s faith into actions.  “Peacemaker” would seem to be a singular role 
carried out by bringing two groups at odds with each other back together.  What is spoke of in the final 
verse of this chapter is not so much those who “make” peace, but rather “practice” peace.  How are 
these two concepts different?  How can we do more to “practice” peace? 


